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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

I am pleased to cone before you to discuss the budget request of the Drug
Enforcement Administration.    During ray tenure as Deputy Administrator of
DEA, this subcommittee has been supportive of our efforts,    I want to thank
you for this support.

I an pleased to report that there have been sens encouraging signs this
year which demonstrate continued progress in our drug enforcement efforts:

*    Serious crime in our Nation has decreased over the past two and one-half
years.   Given what is known about the relationship between druga and
crlne, we can see that the Federal drug strategy, formulated at the
beginning of this Administration, is having a definite ijnpaat.   I
believe our efforts are making a difference in the Nation's well-being,

*    Abuse of several of the more harmful drugs has stabilized according to
the latest available data.   The number of heroin addicts has stabilized
at approximately one-half million, and the abuse of dangerous drugs
has decreased by 12 percent.

According to data released by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
in FY 1981, young people in the United States continued to record what has
beoose a four-year.decline in reported abuse of such drugs as marijuana,
amphetamines, and barbiturates.   For example, the number of high sohool
seniors using marijuana on a daily basis is estimated to be 5.5 percent.
This ia the lowest level of reported use since the Government began keeping
such statistics in 1975.

DEA recorded noteworthy increases in arrests, convictions, drug seizures
and cannabis eradication during FY. 1981.   These solid accomplishments point
to increased enforcement effeotiveneas.

One point should be emphasized.   Continuing the momentum of our enforcement
efforts will depend upon a continuing willingness to commit the necessary
resources and cooperative efforts.   Much more needs to be done,   I must
point out enforcement alone is not the answer.   It is only one of the five
elements of the Federal strategy.ico.   Drug abuse and trafficking is a global pro-
